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Ekaterina Panova

Mission

For Our Children Foundati on provides 
professional social services to the most 
vulnerable children at early age by encour-
aging the constant, secure and developing 
family relati ons.

Dear Friends,

How can I help? You have probably asked yourself this question 
when hearing the latest news of an abandoned infant or of a 
family in poverty. At For Our Children Foundation we no longer ask 
ourselves this question. We already know how. Our heart’s desire 
is for a happy childhood and we create conditions for making it a 
reality. We have been doing so for 27 years now.

Humanity at work, day in and day out, 365 days a year - that is 
what the Foundation is for children at risk and for their families. 
The belief that you can change at least one human life today and 
the strength to continue doing it tomorrow. This magic inspired the 
team and won over the hearts of donors, volunteers and friends of 
the organization in 2018.

We grew up by yet another year, expanded our activity, supported 
more than 1400 children and families, worked for the prevention of 

separation, continued to strengthen our role as a social visionary and a champion of children’s 
happiness. We made investments in the potential of our team - the engine of positive change. We 
improved the quality and capabilities for individual care for children and expressed positions on 
a number of important social issues, related to the rights and welfare of children. We were also 
actively involved in the composition of the new Social Services Act.

The donor community of the Foundation also expanded. In cooperation with the corporate sector 
we continue to build, one step at a time, a stable socially responsible environment in Bulgaria. And 
we are already witnessing the emergence of a society in which helping others is an inner desire 
and not a mere routine duty.

On behalf of the Board of Trustees I would like to thank the team and the Executive Director of 
For Our Children Foundation for their care, determination and dedication. I would like to thank 
each of the donors, volunteers, good-doers, who provide resources, time and care to bring more 
smiles to the faces of children. Finally, thank you to each and everyone who asked themselves the 
question “How can I help”?

“The kind word, the tender smile and the warm embrace will never spoil. They bring kindness to 
a child’s soul. The children who are loved and hugged are our better future”. 

Ekaterina Panova, journalist 
and member of the Board of Trustees of For Our Children Foundation
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Dear friends,
If you are reading this text, you are certainly among the people, 
for whom to say that children are our greatest treasure is not just 
a phrase which has a ring to it, but a paradigm of thinking and 
behaviour. 
It means you are deeply convinced that in order to develop in 
harmony with ourselves, with nature, with other people, we must 
place children and the quality of their environment at the basis of 
our lives. And it is utterly irrelevant whether we are parents, leaders, 
experts, agents of change, politicians. We are part of a greater 
whole, the welfare of which may be achieved only if we create and 
maintain a favourable environment for the development of each 
child. We can achieve it only if we realise that children are holders of 
rights, which we and the state institutions are obliged to guarantee. 
If you are reading these lines and are about to immerse yourselves 
in our world as we felt it in 2018, you are aware that successful 
children are those who come from a secure and nurturing family 
background in a society, where organizations like For Our Children Foundation have a clear role, 
serious responsibility, freedom to achieve innovations and to support the happy childhood of 
many children and their families. 
You are reading these lines at a time when some say in Bulgaria that violence against children is a 
method of upbringing; that organizations such as ours are counterproductive and that state and 
local authorities have no business in supporting families. At the same time last year alone the 
Foundation’s team and our partners from the Child Protection Department encountered brutal 
forms of violence, abandonment and negation, misery, total isolation and despair of thousands of 
parents. We saw hundreds of vacant stares in the eyes of children, for whom there is no state or 
society, no love, no future or dreams. 
But they have us and this is so, because you believe in us and support us. The results of our activity 
are happy and developing children and no one can deny it by spreading propaganda and fake 
news. The smiles and accomplishments of Our Children are real and inspired by the beauty of life 
and love and comfort of the real family. 
Let us continue to do together in 2019 what is right for children in need, to write the future of our 
society, by making Bulgaria an even better place for a happy childhood for every child! 
Enjoy the discovery of our journey in 2018, dear friends! 

Ivanka Shalapatova
Executive Director of For Our Children Foundation

Vision

Life development and 
happy childhood for the 
most vulnerable children 

in Bulgaria.

Ivanka Shalapatova
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• Left in isolation, children at institutions are deprived the love and care every child needs.

• Poverty and lack of support from the nearest of kin are among the most frequent reasons 
for child abandonment.

• The lack of an integrated approach to work with children, based on social, health and 
educational principles, limits the opportunities for their healthy development.

• In the process of planning and implementation of social policies there is no awareness of 
the importance of the family for the upbringing and character formation of the child.

• Bulgaria does not provide services for stimulating the development of children with 
disabilities and for supporting their parents.

630 children 
were placed in 14 homes for medical and social care for children. 557 of 
them were in the key age of 1 year or younger (2018).

2488 children  
live at family-type placement centres (2017).

34%   
of the cases of children at risk of abandonment at 
maternity wards result in separation of the child from 
the family (2018).

41.6%    
of children in Bulgaria lived at a risk of poverty and 
social exclusion, which amounts to more than 
550,000 children (2017).

2127 children     
were listed in the adoption register and waited 
for their family. 1047 of those children had proven 
disabilities or developmental delays (2017).

44%     
of the attempts to reintegrate a child to the family, from 
whom he/she was separated, were unsuccessful (2018).

The child      
mortality rate in Bulgaria was 5.8 - about 50% higher 
than the average figure for Europe (2018).

Why is 
our work 

important
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• We develop forms of alternative care in a family environment for children separated from 
their parents which stimulate child development and provide attention and safety.

• We encourage the confidence of children and develop their adaptation and communication 
skills.

• The purpose of our services is to enable children to enjoy a happy and tranquil life in a 
family.

• We offer a broad range of preventive services and programs for timely support to children 
and families.

• We work for a change in the approach to social work in Bulgaria and actively assist the 
development of high-quality and efficient policies focused on the family and the child.

2488 children  
live at family-type placement centres (2017).

In 2018, we at 
For Our Children 

Foundation:

1414 children and families 
were supported. 798 of them were children in biological, 

adoptive or relatives’ families.

298 children 
at young age we saved from separation 

from their birth families, 
31 of whom were new-born infants.

60 children  
we supported in reuniting them with their 

birth families.

53 children 
received a second chance for a happy 

childhood in loving foster families.

11 children  
deprived of parental care enjoyed temporary 

family accommodation at our Children’s House.

156 children 
with disabilities and developmental challenges 

received support from our specialists.

227 individuals  
took part in our free courses for parental skills and another 105 

attended our trainings for prospective adoptive parents.
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A great number of families do not feel 
prepared for the challenges of parenthood 
and think about abandoning their child. 
Constrained by poverty or the lack of support 
from the family, young parents frequently start 
believing that the state would provide a better 
life for their child. Deprived of love and individual 
care, children at institutions grow up in loneliness 
and suffer the consequences of family separation long 
after they leave the home for abandoned children. This 
may be avoided if at that difficult for them moment, just before 
they make this grave decision, the parents receive adequate and 
timely support.
Life in the family is a key factor for the development of each child, 
particularly at the early age. For this reason, our organization 
is developing services for prevention of the separation of the 
child from the family both at the maternity ward level, as well 
as in the domestic environment. In partnership with healthcare 
establishments in Sofia and Plovdiv we address even the slightest 
likelihood of child abandonment on the spot. Our teams are on 
duty at hospitals and after each signal from the maternity wards 
they start talking with the parents and work with them for 
overcoming their difficulties. We persuade them that the child 
would grow up truly happy surrounded by a mom and a dad who 
love and take care of him or her with attention and affection. At 
the same time, we mobilize a network of family and relatives to 
support the mother and the child, we provide access to services 
and material support and organise trainings in care for the new-
born. We rely on a highly customized approach and consult the 
young parents depending on the specific needs of the family and 
the child. 
Families often need support in overcoming problems such 
as violence, separation of the parents or life in a vulnerable 
community. Through extensive and regular sessions, we help the 
family become aware of their strong points and build confidence 
in themselves. At a certain happy moment of our work the threat 
for the integrity of the family remains behind and the child 
continues their life happily in the family.

How We Prevent 
Child Abandonment? 

Nearly three years ago 
Vladimir knocked on the 
door of our Community 
Support Centre in Sofia - a 
father, who carried a lot of 
disappointment in his soul 
and sadness in his eyes. 
Frustrated, having lost trust 
in the institutions, Vlado 
sought support for getting his 
child back. He told us about 
Vesko - his long expected and 
desired only son was born 
on Easter holiday. But the 
great day of the small family 
was marred when the social 
workers took Vesko from the 
arms of his father and sent 
him away - to a place where 
he would be sharing the 
“love“ of unfamiliar women 
along with other abandoned, 
unwanted children. But Vesko 
was neither abandoned, nor 
unwanted.

A father finally hugged his 
the institution 

Helping at the right moment may 
change a child’s life
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Reintegration services are based on the understanding that 
a child develops best in his or her own family. They help 
children, who were placed with relatives or kin, with foster 

families, at institutions and family-type accommodation 
centres, to resume living with their parents. Reintegration 

aims to eliminate the causes, which led to the separation of 
the child from the family. This requires lengthy and intensive 

work both with the parents and the child and includes an 
assessment of the children and the families, prepares them for 
living together, supports them during and after the reintegration 
of the child to the family. At all of the above stages our teams 
provide consultations with a psychologist, they visit regularly the 
families and provide them with material and emotional support. 
The team of St. Sofia Community Support Centre worked on 
53 cases as part of the Reintegration Programme and the For 
Children and Parents Community Support Centre in Plovdiv - on 7 
cases. More often than not our specialists are of key importance 
for the institutions in reaching a final solution to the case.

Adequate support in the first years of life is vital for children with 
special needs. That is why we develop the Early Intervention service 
which stimulates the development of children with disabilities 
(0-6 years of age). 
The service supports families already at the maternity wards 
and prevents the abandonment of new-born infants in need of 
specialized care. For this purpose, we counsel families of children 
with disabilities or underweight children and prepare them for the 
special care that they will have to provide. We are developing the 
individual capabilities not only of the child, but of the entire family, by 
gradually building on their strengths. In conjunction with the parents 
we draw up an individual plan for comprehensive development of 
the child through services which benefit both the child and the 
family. We include innovative practices such as hippotherapy and 
music therapy. Our sessions at the Library of Toys, Music in Action 
and Art Therapy develop the cognitive skills of children. The mobile 
nature of the service enables us to help in an environment which 
is natural for the child. We help children with special needs 
to get enrolled in kindergartens and schools. The parents 
gradually gain self-confidence by learning more about 
the needs of their child and how to encourage their 
development.

We followed up on the case 
and worked hard for 3 years, 
we were always at Vlado’s 
side, supported him in the 
battle for his son, for his 
right to be Vesko’s father, to 
take care of him and to love 
him. We accompanied him 
to all institutions, upheld his 
case in court. We supported 
his personal progress and 
helped him continue to be a 
father.

Owing to the perseverance 
of the father and the 
professionalism of our 
experts, Vlado was able to 
welcome his son back. The 
happy family celebrated the 
Christmas and New Year 
holidays at home - where 
the young boy was always 
expected, where he had his 
special and dedicated place.

 son at home after battling 
s for three years 

Back with mom and dad

How we help children 
with special needs and their families?
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Our courses and discussions increase the awareness 
of the community about the needs and rights of 
children. The sessions develop the skills of parents and 
young people on defined topics based on the needs and 
requests of the community. Together we often discuss 
the role of the father in an infant’s life, care for the new-
born, early childhood development or a child’s healthy 
nutrition. The participants share that the attendance of 
those courses brings them reassurance in the care of the 
child and makes them confident in their role as parents. Our 
courses are of great benefit for society, because they help many 
parents encourage the development of their children and handle 
the challenges before the family.
We also worked in a number of schools in Sofia and Plovdiv. 
Together with pupils from Jan Amos Komenský grammar school 
No. 135 we discussed the significance of the social worker and why 
it is important to work on prevention of abandonment. At Panayot 
Volov primary school in Plovdiv and at Vassil Levski primary school 
in Rogosh village we dwelt on important topics such as friendship, 
emotional intelligence, violence and harassment, gender equality. 
We also held a working group with teachers on psychological 
approaches to ensuring a constructive learning atmosphere. The 
participants rate highly the quality and the interactive approach of 
our sessions.

The specialists from St. Sofia Community Support Centre and For 
Children and Parents Community Support Centre conduct rounds 
in vulnerable communities, with the view of early identification 
of difficulties in families and providing timely support. During 
visits to communities at risk we obtain information in regard to 
pregnant women, who have difficulties or concerns about the 
care for children. People also share information about parents, 
who are not able to motivate their children to attend school. The 
visits to the community are an opportunity to find these children 
and families in need, who otherwise would have difficulty in 
getting the necessary support. This practice enables us to resolve 
problems the remedying of which at a later stage would require a 
lot more effort and resources.

Ivaylo is a handsome young 
boy. Born in Plovdiv, he lives 
with his mother Gloria and his 
father Ivan. The family joyfully 
welcomed the child, but real-
ised aft er his birth that he was 
suff ering from cerebral palsy.  
Over two years Ivaylo and his 
mother visited dozens of doc-
tors in search of specialists 
who could help him become 
self-dependent. The daily life 
of the mother was packed 
with challenges, she was con-
stantly occupied with her son, 
while at home the quarrels 
and problems with her hus-
band never ended. Ivaylo’s 
conditi on was not improving, 
despite the rehabilitati on 
procedures, which he att end-
ed weekly. Gloria’s strength 
was all but exhausted. She 
and Ivaylo left  Ivan to live at a 
rented accommodati on. Their 

A young hero is up and running

We share knowledge and values

Our work in the community
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Play help the emotional and social 
development of children from the youngest 
age. It develops confidence and a feeling of 
security in them, through enhancing their skills 
and self-dependence. We implemented this 

understanding in Sofia and Plovdiv through the I 
Play and Dream programme of developmental and 

socializing activities. In the course of this programme 
115 children with disabilities, children from families in 

poverty, foster children and children from a kindergarten 
experienced the magic of play. Together with them we 

organised structured and open-ended playing sessions which 
improved the children’s cognitive, psychomotor, emotional and 
physical development. The socializing activities were joined by 
a total of 23 children from the programmes of both Community 
Support Centres and an additional 29 foster children took 
part in the I Play and Dream programme. Another 63 children 
participated in developmental activities. Information meetings 
and working groups involving a total of 57 parents were also 
conducted.
23 specialists from Sveta Petka Complex for Social and 
Healthcare Services in Plovdiv attended training on Playing for 
children with disabilities - learning and fun, which improved their 
confidence and skills in stimulating the development of children 
with difficulties. A water rehabilitation room was installed 
in the same complex using funds under the I Play and Dream 
programme. We created a Mobile play room for children, who 
live in extreme poverty in Plovdiv, which we used in our work 
on the ground. The games organized by us at the Zaharno Petle 
kindergarten in Plovdiv with toys and materials appropriate for 
the children’s age and the Play the Fairy Tale group sessions 
develop the imagination and improve the children’s creative 
skills as well as their ability to group together. 
We worked actively on stimulating the development of children 
with severe disabilities at the Stefan Karadja Accommodation 
centre in Sofia. We are deeply attached to the fate of these 
children as the last remaining from the St. Sofia home for 
abandoned children, who are still searching for a family. Our 
approach is personalized and tailored to the specific needs of 
each of child, with the view to improve their cognitive and social 
skills and to prepare them for a fulfilling and happy life.

fi nancial situati on was excep-
ti onally diffi  cult and getti  ng 
around using the heavy spe-
cialised wheelchair was near 
impossible.

Desperate and helpless, hav-
ing no backing from family 
and relati ves, Gloria found 
support in our specialists from 
For Children and Parents Com-
munity Support Centre.

Our team referred Ivaylo for 
aquati c therapy sessions. Only 
a year later his progress was 
visible – his muscles were re-
laxed, he stood upright, walked 
on his own and communicat-
ed freely. This was Gloria’s 
happiest moment – seeing 
how her child’s conditi on im-
proved, how he smiled and
was relaxed.

A young hero is up and running

Playing is more than just having fun
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Our foster care centre has a highly qualified 
team of social workers, a marriage counsellor, a 
psychologist, a physical therapist, a paediatrician, 
an early childhood intervention specialist. The 
Centre recruits and evaluates foster families, which are 
then supported in the selection and placement of a child. 
We provide everything necessary for the happy and safe 
growth of a child in a foster family - from round-the-clock 
availability of specialists to the in-kind support required. The 
Centre is unique also with its training programme, which 
helps both those willing to become foster families, as well as 
the already functioning foster parents. The Centre provides 
also replacement care to foster families in the form of a 
summer camp for children or hourly care.
Over the past year we differentiated the foster placements 
into basic and comprehensive and expanded our activity 
with new services. A paediatrician helps the placements of 
children between 0 and 1 year of age and our specialists 
support and monitor the initial adaptation of the child in 
the foster family. The care for children in a supportive family 
environment promotes their progress in every respect. The 
results impress not only the foster parents, but even us as 
specialists. Children successfully compensate any delays in 
their growth and development within a very short period 
of time. This becomes visible firstly on physical level – after 
following an appropriate dietary regime, children quickly 
compensate in terms of their growth and weight. Then come 
the smiles, laughter, jokes and games. Soon after that the 
children begin to tell stories, in which they are the main 
characters. That is how today’s princes and princesses are 
born.

Foster Families - 
The Best Temporary Care 
for Children without 
Parental Care 

4 years ago, Daniela Velikova 
decided to devote her life to 
the most vulnerable human 
beings – new-borns and chil-
dren under 3 years of age, left  
without parental care. That 
is how she became a foster 
parent. Since then she gave 
a chance for a fresh start to 
6 young ladies, 5 of whom 
already live with their per-
manent families. And the last 
young child, beauti ful Elena, 
found her way to Daniela last 
year and is sti ll happy to enjoy 
her love and care. 

Foster care is a calling for Dan-
iela. She writes poetry, but her 
truly moving works are writ-
ten in invisible ink – in that ink 
she wrote anew the stories of 
Maria, Kalina, Radi and Lina, 
Nevena and now - Elena’s. 
Their smiles are her muse, her 

Our foster care

How a foster parent rewrote the stories of 6 children
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parents and her daughter are 
her source of support. Daniela 
devotes her enti re att enti on 
and care to the foster children 
and her grandson, so that they 
would be able to grow up hap-
py, loved and enjoy a precious 
childhood.

„Although each ti me parti ng 
with the children is excepti on-
ally diffi  cult for me, I know 
that not us or our feelings are 
what matt ers. It is important 
for the children to receive 
the care they deserve and 
the love that will lend them 
wings“, says Daniela. Daniela 
taught these 6 children how 
to dream. Owing to her they 
know how to depict a happy 
childhood. They know what 
love is.

Foster care is a form of temporary alternative care for 
children, who cannot be a part of their birth family. Unlike 

institutions where children spend their days in solitude and 
deprived of the attention they so sorely need; foster parents 
provide the affection and love which only a family can give a 
child. Foster parents look after and raise a child separated from 
his or her parents in the comfort of their own home for a brief 
period of time – until the causes of separation from the birth 
family are overcome or until a suitable adoptive family is found. 
The professional assistance of our specialists and the sincere care 
of foster parents encourage children’s development and enable 
them to cope in a timely and successful manner with the trauma 
of separation from their birth family. Foster parents are a living 
barometer of the level of compassion, tolerance and awareness 
of the needs of others in our society.

Foster families are happy to share their satisfaction with our 
joint work. They appreciate that we are there when they need 
assistance for enrolling into kindergarten or finding a general 
practitioner. They are happy with the opportunity to discuss a 
problem, to break news or to simply talk to a member of our 
team. They appreciate most the community feeling, which we 
were able to create. They feel the greatest support when they 
take part in events with other foster families or in conferences, 
where they know their opinions and experience in foster care will 
be heard. After feedback for more joint initiatives the families 
visited in 2018 cultural destinations, enjoyed puppet theatre, 
sailed by boat on the Iskar reservoir and relaxed in a mineral 
water swimming pool. This had a favourable impact mainly 
on the children, who improved their communication skills and 
found new friends.

Why are foster parents important?

We and the foster families

How a foster parent rewrote the stories of 6 children
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Our Children’s House develops a model of 
care for children deprived of parental care 
(0-3 years of age) and provides them with a 
nurturing family-like environment. The Detstvo 
family-type accommodation centre is integrated 
into the system of community services and actively 
cooperates with the Child Protection Departments, the 
maternity wards and the healthcare system. 
The team of childminders encourages mental and emotional 
development in a manner tailored to each child’s individual 
needs. The presence of the same significant adults, who provide 
ongoing care, builds a sense of security and tranquillity in the 
children. Unlike the child care institutions where often more 
than twenty children are supervised by just one or two staff, at 
our House two childminders take care of six babies. This allows 
us to pay special attention to each child and to teach them to sit 
up, to walk and to talk. We celebrate together with the children 
all family and personal festive occasions – Christmas, birthdays, 
their first words spoken, the first baby steps. The welcoming and 
the departure of children are exceptionally moving and bring a 
sense of family unity, team spirit and true affection. We provide 
healthy nutrition in coordination with a doctor in order to fully 
adjust the dietary regime to the needs of children. Having a 
qualified time is extremely important for us. Our childminders 
and experts continuously improve their qualifications and skills 
in order to provide good care for the children and to contribute 
to their development. The healthcare specialists commend 
highly our contribution to the development of children at each 
routine check-up.
The service supports the adoption and the transfer of children 
to a birth or a foster family by guaranteeing continuity, 
predictability and security in the process both for the child and 
the family. Through a series of consultations, we help the family 
adapt and we build stable bonds between the child and their 
future family. In 2018 we provided care to eleven children, five 
of whom have already found their homes.

Our Children’s House – 
Temporary Family Shelter 
for the Youngest 

There is no greater joy than to 
cuddle in the arms of mom and 
dad and for the three of you 
to go back home together as 
a family. This dream came true 
for little Monny, whom we saw 
off from the Children’s House 
to his own mom and dad.  

Monny joined us when he 
was just one year old. At his 
tender age the young one 
had already been through 
a lot of hardship. His young 
parents were not able to 
care properly for him, had no 
support or sufficient means 
either. At the age of just 4 
months Monny was placed 
at a Home for medical and 
social care. After nearly half a 
year, spent in the solitude and 
isolation of the institution, he 
came to our Children’s House. 

The biggest dream

What sets our Children’s House apart?
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We welcomed him with love 
and gave him all our warmth 
and affection, so that Monny 
would not forget what it feels 
like to have a family that loves 
you. In just a few months 
the sad, thin, frail little boy, 
who seldom smiled, became 
a radiant child, with ruddy 
cheeks, curious eyes and a 
gorgeous smile. While Monny 
was growing and changing, 
the specialists from our St. 
Sofia Community Support 
Centre kept working with his 
parents. They supported the 
parents and showed them 
how to take better care for 
their greatest treasure. Soon 
the day came, when mom and 
dad embraced the child and 
returned together home as a 
happy, united family.

In 2018 we upgraded the quality of care at our Children’s 
House. With the support of the specialists from the Care 

at Early Age Project we involved the children in numerous 
and differing socializing activities – visits to theatres and to the 

zoo, outdoor picnics, visit to a water park, yoga for babies. This 
helps the children explore the world that surrounds them and 
enriches their experiences. The children from the House have 
access to the full range of services of the foundation which is 
a prerequisite for their healthy development. They take part in 
Music in Action at the St. Sofia Community Support Centre, which 
helps their socialization and inclusion to the world of musical 
adventures. The kiddie songs and the musical instruments used 
in the sessions are fully appropriate for the age of the children.
An assessment of the children’s development is made upon 
admission to the service. The assessment is carried out by 
a specialist in early childhood development, who provides 
recommendations for the growth and upbringing of the child. 
This assessment is repeated every 6 months as well as at the time 
when the child leaves the home. This allows us to both track the 
quality of the service and its favourable effect on the child. With 
the support of donors we expanded the team of childminders 
and improved quality and above all the opportunities for 
individual care for the children. The specially devoted attention 
is a basic condition for achieving our goal in care – progress in the 
children’s development.

In most cases the children placed with us have delays in 
development, but after the hard work at the Children’s House 
they are able to make up for this. Birth and adoptive families, 
whose children spent time with us, share their appreciation for 
what we are doing for the babies. A teary-eyed mother hugged 
a childminder at the House and said: „I cannot express in words 
my gratitude to you for having helped my child when he needed 
me, but I was not by his side“. The family, who adopted our little 
Mariela, shared: „Thank you for the care and love that you give to 
those children. You are wonderful and make small 
miracles. Your care and love make the children 
happy. We are glad that you looked after our 
child. We salute your dedication“.

st dream

The new developments at Children’s House in 2018

The families about us
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The Care at Early Age Project, which we are 
implementing with financial support of OAK 
Foundation, improves the security and development 
of children of young age (0-7 years old) in Bulgaria 
through a series of research and advocacy activities as 
well as by means of direct work on the ground. In March 
we published a pioneering national study of the systems which 
support early childhood development and discussed its findings 
at the Vision of the Early Childhood international conference, 
which was attended by more than 150 participants. In the study 
report we made numerous recommendations for improvement of 
the ways, in which the healthcare, educational and social welfare 
systems interact among themselves and with parents in support 
of early childhood development. Our active terrain work during 
the year increased the resources for support of the development 
of children and demonstrated models of an integrated healthcare-
social welfare approach to care in 6 healthcare and social 
establishments in Sofia and Plovdiv. Over the past year we 
supported 665 children, parents and specialists under the project 
with psychological support, rehabilitation and kinesitherapy, 
early childhood intervention, follow-up of premature babies, 
developmental and socializing activities and replacement care 
services on the part of a team of mobile specialists. The teams 
participated in trainings, discussion formats, supervisions and 
two events for exchange of best practices. We supported the 
introduction of new practices in the neonatology wards, focused 
on developmental and family-oriented care for babies.
In the fall of 2018 we started the implementation of the Let There 
Be Light Project with the financial support of the Trust for Social 
Achievement Foundation. It is aimed at studying the services 
for children of early age with disabilities and problems in the 
development from Plovdiv. The project is being implemented in 
partnership with the Institute for Population and Human Studies 
at BAS and its results will be published in a detailed report and 
presented in the first half of 2019.

Kalin’s birth weight was just 
over 1 kilogram. But already 
from his fi rst breath the young 
fellow showed that he was 
ready for batt le... with a smile. 
The child spent two months in 
the neonatal intensive care unit 
of Plovdiv University Hospital in 
order to gain weight and to be 
able to return home together 
with mom and dad. Aft er the 
discharge from the neonatal 
ICU the struggle of the family 
conti nued. Kiki was sti ll not a 
plump baby as each 2-month 
old ought to be. For six months 
the parents did their utmost to 
make Kiki start feeding normal-
ly, but their task proved too dif-
fi cult – the litt le one gained just 
100 grams per month.

Then Velina decided to seek 
support from a specialist and 
learned about our team in 

How Our Projects and 
Initi ati ves Help Protect 
the Rights of Children in 
Bulgaria? 
We examine the lack 
of services and off er soluti ons

How a little person received big support
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Plovdiv. In additi on to the ac-
ti ve sessions with our physical 
therapist, Kiki att ended hydro-
therapy sessions, arranged by 
our For Children and Parents 
Community Support Centre. 
His parents were consult-
ed by our specialist in Early 
childhood interventi on, who 
prepared an individual pro-
gramme for working at home 
to enable the litt le boy to gain 
weight even faster. The results 
were not long in coming. Kiki 
gained 750 grams in just a 
month. Velina was amazed by 
„the miracle that happened“. 
Now the parents are more 
relaxed and believe that their 
young child will develop in a 
healthy manner and will grow 
up to be a strong and healthy 
boy. Sti ll with that same smile 
on his face.

In 2018 our programme for advocacy for change in the policies 
regarding children and families was focused on four theme-based 
priorities: early childhood development, regulation of social 
services, violence against children and de-institutionalization of 
child care. Our organization’s team has sophisticated expertise in 
these areas, given our network of social services and the active 
research and advocacy activity.
We achieved serious success with the kick-off of the preparation 
of a new National strategy on early childhood development. Our 
Executive Director, Ms. Ivanka Shalapatova, is deputy chairperson 
of the working group drafting the strategy at the Ministry of 
Education and Science. This long-term goal of ours was achieved 
through active advocacy with the state institutions as well as 
through our readiness to assist in the process of preparation of a 
detailed analysis of early childhood development in this country. 
We were actively involved in the establishment of the Alliance 
for early childhood development – a union of more than 50 civic 
organizations and experts who work together for improvement 
of the environment for early childhood development in Bulgaria. 
The Foundation was elected as member of the Coordination unit 
of the Alliance and as its first secretary. 
We participated very actively in the process of preparation of the 
new Social Services Act, which reforms social services in Bulgaria. 
Input was provided to the proceedings of a number of working 
groups for improvement of the normative framework of social 
services and of the process of de-institutionalization. We played 
an active role in the work on the preparation of the new National 
strategy for the child 2019-2030, as well as in the National 
council for child protection and the National council on social 
inclusion. We expressed positions on a number of important 
social issues, related to the rights and welfare of children, 
including by participating in various networks and alliances – 
the National Network for Children, the Childhood 
without Violence Alliance, the Childhood 2025 
Coalition, Eurochild, ISSA – which enable us to 
maintain active contacts with civil society in 
Bulgaria and in Europe.

Advocacy for long-term 
soluti ons in child development

 received big support
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The global business trends in 2018 indicate that the 
initiatives related to corporate social responsibility 
are the most efficient factor in terms of impact on the 
competitiveness of companies. Those enterprises which 
are socially responsible, are increasingly preferred and 
win the trust of clients more easily.
We at For Our Children Foundation do not view charity 
as a one-off act, but as compassion, hope and long-term 
commitment, which become an investment that will be 
recovered many times over by the good-doer company. 
Any business can help children in need and develop 
together with us an individual strategy for corporate social 
responsibility. In addition to our aim to reach a greater number 
of children and families at risk we encourage the development 
of charity culture in this country. We are convinced that the 
successful cooperation between the non-governmental and 
corporate sectors helps build a stable socially responsible 
environment in Bulgaria. We are actively working for raising 
the awareness of the public about each good practice. For this 
reason, partnerships already built and functioning become 
motivating examples and change the attitudes towards charity 
at the local and national level.
In 2018 numerous companies continued to share our views. The 
team of the Foundation prepared and implemented corporate 
social responsibility projects, tailored to the objectives and 
needs of each company. Among them are „Generali Insurance“, 
„The Smarts“, „J point“ Ltd. and „Sofita“, which motivated their 
employees to invest on a monthly basis into the preservation 
of Bulgarian family in the most difficult moments. Our partners 
for many years such as „Dundee Precious Metals Chelopech“, 
„Citi Bank“ and „Air Traffic Control SP“ continued to support our 
cause. The donor community of the Foundation is growing and in 
2018 it was joined by „Nielsen Bulgaria“, BLD, „Benefit systems“ 
(Multisport) and many others. „Penkov, Markov & Partners“ law 
firm, „Soft Uni“, „The Smarts“ and Mihail Stefanov contributed 
for a more successful and qualified work at the Foundation - all 

of them donated their expertise or services. Owing to the in-
kind donations from „KikkaBoo“, „Hippo Land“, „Avendi“ 

and others we provided support to dozens of families 
in financial difficulty and helped meet basic needs 

of the babies from the Children’s House.

We dedicated our larg-
est event of the year - Art 
Evening of the Virtues 2018 
to the art which donates. 
United by the cause that 
each child deserves to live in 
a secure family environment, 
members of the cultural, 
business and diplomati c elite 
of this country, as well as loy-
al friends and donors of the 
Foundati on, assembled in yet 
another year to make their 
contributi on to a happier life 
for Bulgarian children. In the 
course of Art Evening of the 
Virtues, together with our 
friend for many years, Igor 
Markovski, we off ered to the 
parti cipants in the charitable 
fundraising event selected 
works of art of a high social 
value. „It is an honour for me 
to be invited both in my ca-
pacity of diplomat, as well as 
of painter, to take part in such 
a creati ve and moving event, 

How We Change Charity
Culture in Bulgaria?  

Art Evening of 

Corporate social responsibility – 
an opportunity for every company to help
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at which we will help ensure 
family care for each child in 
Bulgaria. Because children 
are our future.“ said the Am-
bassador of Indonesia, H.E. 
Sri Astari Rasjid. 

We invested the amount of 
over BGN 56,000, which was 
raised at the Evening, in sup-
port of children and families 
at risk, by meeting the spe-
cific needs of children hav-
ing developmental problems 
and giving them a chance to 
utilize their full potential. 
The funds raised at the Art 
Evening of the Virtues are 
used for development and 
expansion of the range of 
family support services, so 
that children of young age 
would grow up in a family 
environment, which would 
provide them with new op-
portunities to develop their 
potential.

We at For Our Children Foundation are exceptionally 
happy that over the years we were able to build and 
expand partnerships with organizations, which develop 
marketing with a cause and which set aside a portion of 
the value of their products or services to support children 
at risk. All of them believe in our cause that each child 
should grow up happy and be cared for in a secure family 
environment. The continued cooperation with those 
companies in 2018 enabled us to ensure sustainability 
of our activities and provide timely, highly qualified and 
comprehensive support to children and families in need.

The Compass company is producing a range of children’s 
pates and donates 5% from each product to children, who are 
being raised by foster families. The company has been supporting 
our organization in its aim to safeguard the right of each Bulgarian 
child to grow up in a family since 2010. Traditionally we mark the 
International Children’s Day, 1st June, in different cities of this 
country. Last year hundreds of kids enjoyed a colourful and joyful 
celebration, which they shared with their moms and dads. Once 
again last year Oriflame Bulgaria backed the Foundation’s mission 
that each child should grow up in a family. The company donates the 
entire profit from the sales of a range of charity products and takes 
part in our largest charity event - Evening of the Virtues.
We believe that the socially responsible companies are one of the 
main engines for long-term change of the social environment. We 
are grateful to have reliable partners and true friends with whose 
support we continue to inspire strength and confidence among the 
families in need and to encourage the healthy development of the 
youngest members of our society.

 the Virtues 2018

Marketi ng with a cause – 
each small success helps a child
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Individual donations give everyone an opportunity 
to support the most pure and noble of causes – the 
happiness of our children. In every conversation and 
meeting, in each letter and campaign, we appeal to 
people to donate not only on holidays, but to remember 
that children need our support TODAY just as much as 
they need it on any other day. In 2018 we continued to 
work hard, so that the cause of children would become 
known to a greater number of people, to show them 
how a small donation, at first sight, may change the 
fate and the entire life of a child at risk. Donating is easy 
and reliable with the payment platforms on our website 
which also provide an option for monthly subscription. Step by 
step, drip by drip, the result becomes increasingly visible - during 
the last year the number of our individual donors, who donate 
once or monthly, increased several times in comparison to 2017. 
This enabled us to reach more children and families who need 
our help.
Holiday with a cause is an appeal of For Our Children Foundation 
addressed to all people, who are not indifferent to the future 
of Bulgarian children. Numerous people chose to dedicate their 
holiday to children, who are not in a position to enjoy their 
special moments in the comfort of a family. Their birthdays, 
name-days, weddings and other happy occasions became 
opportunities for the guests to show their selflessness. Instead 
of bringing gifts or flower bouquets people donated the funds 
to children deprived of parental care. Each happy occasion may 
be shared, in order to make the lives of those in need happier. 
The initiative Holiday with a cause brought us together with 
wonderful people, who inspire us with their imagination and 
compassion. People, who choose to donate to our cause, instead 
of receiving an engagement ring and who donated the amounts, 
received at their wedding, for the future of our children. We are 
happy to have supporters, who every year use their personal 
celebrations as occasions to support children at risk. And every 
act of kindness always triggers new and greater acts of good!

In 2018 the Foundati on 
was the main partner of 
the second editi on of the 
Asian Festi val – The Colors 
of Traditi ons which chose 
as its cause to promote the 
healthy development of 
20 children placed in fos-
ter families. In additi on to 
the 14 diplomati c missions, 
which were co-organizers 
of the cultural forum, the 
cause was supported by 
hundreds of guests of the 
festi val who joined the spe-
cially organized charitable 
prize draw. 
The Foundati on invest-
ed the raised BGN 16,500 
in acti viti es, sti mulati ng 
children’s healthy devel-
opment and their ability 
to build relati onships and 

Every person’s contributi on counts 

The Asian Festival 2018 
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communicate with peers 
and adults. We paid special 
att enti on to children, who 
were separated from their 
birth families. 

With the investment made 
during the Asian festi val 
in support of children in 
foster care, the diplomat-
ic missions demonstrated 
their full understanding of 
the key importance of ear-
ly childhood development 
and of the right of each 
child to receive an equal 
chance to grow happy and 
loved in a family, to develop 
its full potenti al and to suc-
ceed in life as an adult.

Year to year we enrich our campaigns so that they would 
motivate greater numbers of people with different 
interests to make their contribution, in order to resolve 
together the problems of children at risk. Our campaigns 
prompt friendly companies and firms to organize 
entertainment events, at which they get to know each 
other better and have fun, while helping children in 
need.

In 2018 companies and friends of the foundation 
responded with great enthusiasm to the challenge of our 

8th of March campaign. Instead of buying a beautiful bouquet 
of flowers or a luxury box of chocolates to one’s beloved wife 
and mother, all of them donated their value or made an in-kind 
donation in support of abandoned children. In that campaign 
we were able to collect 2,080 pcs. of diapers and to raise over 
BGN 7,000 which we invested in products of vital importance for 
babies supported by For Our Children Foundation. The campaign 
was supported by our donors for many years such as „Kreston 
BulMar“, „Porsche“ and „Axxon“, while „Dundee Precious Metals 
– Chelopech“ made a matching donation of BGN 10 on behalf of 
each lady from their teams.

The sixth consecutive edition of the campaign This Christmas 
You Make Miracles motivated 58 companies and individuals 
to organize various amusing initiatives. All of them united and 
brought their staff and friends together in order to help children 
in need. The campaign raised an unprecedented BGN 55,567.00 
and the number of participants and their donations continued to 
grow even after the start of the New Year. We are grateful to all our 
likeminded friends, with whom we will be able to fulfil the dream 
of a happy childhood for hundreds of children.

Donati on as an opportunity 
to have fun and to get to know each other

The Asian Festival 2018  – The Colors of Traditions
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For Our Children Foundation achieves great results 
thanks to its united and continuously developing team. 
We invest in increasing the capacity of specialists, in order 
to be able to develop ever more innovative practices 
in support of the youngest children and their families. 
Our programs and policies set and follow standards and 
practices, which are exemplary of a good employer. For 
Our Children Foundation is the only non-governmental 
organization in Bulgaria, which relies on systems for 
management of the human capital based on international 
practices. The Foundation provides opportunities for professional 
and career development, by encouraging its employees to seek 
and find new opportunities and perspectives, to have no fear of 
being promoters and leaders of change. 
We work successfully, by applying four systems for management 
of the human capital. The system for recruitment creates a 
profile of the positions, so that the selection of personnel would 
meet the actual needs of human capital of the organization. All 
newly appointed employees attend an individual orientation 
programme, which familiarizes them with the organizational 
culture and the values of the Foundation. The systems for 
formation of remunerations and designing the positions 
establish a higher degree of fairness in rewarding the efforts, 
made by each employee. When designing positions, we consider 
all relevant criteria: influence, communication, risk, innovations 
and knowledge. This enables us to determine not only the types 
of tasks and expected results, but also a fair remuneration. 
The performance assessment system provides feedback to 
employees and enables us to encourage constructive mutual 
relations. The system facilitates process management and 
stimulates and motivates people to achieve high results. In the 
course of performance review, we take into account both success 
in relation to the objectives set, as well as the 360-degree 
feedback from the team. Our assessments are also a means for 
analysis of both individual activities as well as the team and the 
organization as a whole. All of the above enables us to maintain 
the motivation and competencies of our team – a prerequisite 

for the success of our cause.

When I was invited to de-
scribe the impressions 
from my internship in just 
a few lines I asked myself: 
„How exactly in JUST a few 
lines?!“. I thought it over. I 
tried to structure in my mind 
complex sentences, which 
would both sound refi ned, 
but unpretenti ous and at 
the same ti me would show 
the linguisti c culture level, 
which I acquired thanks to 
the warriors from the Com-
municati ons team, as well 
as from the enti re team of 
the Foundati on. At the end 
I decided that I don’t need 
complex and loft y sentenc-
es, but the simplest expla-
nati on: what this intern-
ship taught me was to be 
more human. I learned the 
true meaning of the word 
„cause“, of what it’s like to 
live, to wake up each morn-
ing knowing that the day 
before you helped some-

The Team – 
Our Most Valuable Resource

An intern’s 

How we keep our team moti vated?
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one in need, that today you 
will help somebody else 
and tomorrow, in a month, 
in a year, you will help even 
more people. And this ful-
fi ls your heart. And brings 
you pure joy. 
It takes a great amount of 
courage, confi dence, resil-
ience and most of all em-
pathy to dedicate yourself 
to something like that. That 
is why I call them warriors. 
Every single one of them. 
Because they wage their 
war with ambiti on and 
faith that they can change 
(if not the world) then at 
least one human life, they 
can make it complete and 
fi lled with love. Good sti ll 
exists. And it is embodied 
in the people at For Our 
Children Foundati on, who 
keep batt ling, day in and 
day out. And they are not 
giving up.

We invest in the training and development of our 
employees in areas, which are of relevance for 
the accomplishment of the strategic goals of the 
Foundation: management of social services, advocacy, 
communications and many others. Our colleagues 
spread the knowledge gained within the team and 
learn the skill to coach.  
Our Care for People programme creates conditions 
for maintaining a work/life balance. We offer 
flexible working hours and an opportunity to work 
from home. Committed to the good health status 
and good shape of our employees, we provide them 
with Multisport membership cards and vouchers for 
eyeglasses or dioptric lenses. A supplementary annual 
leave encourages spending of time with the family 
and motivates productive behaviour. All of the above 
enables us to recruit the most capable, talented and 
dedicated employees.

The internship programme of For Our Children Foundation 
provides students and specialists in social and administrative areas 
with an opportunity to start their professional development with 
us. The interns receive comprehensive and practically oriented 
training in the field in which they have chosen to develop. For Our 
Children Foundation established fruitful partnerships with the 
American University in Bulgaria and Sofia University „St. Kliment 
Ohridski“. Students from the Social Activities programme at the 
SU have the chance to acquire experience and practice with us. 
Young people, who are studying across Europe, benefit from our 
internship programme and begin their career development at For 
Our Children Foundation.
Over the past year the Foundation witnessed a significant rise of 
interest among candidates to join our volunteering programme. 
Jointly with partners such as TimeHeroes and Ngobg.info we were 
able to acquire the support of dozens of new volunteers. Coming 
from various educational and career backgrounds, all 
volunteers are united in supporting the team of 
professionals working at the foundation. The 
volunteers not only contribute to the success 
of our activities, but inspire their relatives and 
close friends and spread the culture of social 
responsibility.

 impressions

Each team member is important to us

Everyone can take part in the cause
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1. We awarded five supporters with a 
specially designed Peter Pan figurine and 
with a certificate of merit for exceptional 

contribution to the sustainability and development 
of For Our Children Foundation. The awardees were 
recognized as the most dedicated to our cause 
– partners and benefactors, who have devoted 
themselves to the rights of children.

2. The mobile team of For Our Children 
Foundation started work with the Temporary 
accommodation centre „St. Demetrius“. 

A psychologist and early childhood intervention 
specialists support families and help children develop 
their communication and cognitive skills. We train 
parents and specialists in practices, which stimulate the 
development of children.

3. We presented the major study „Early childhood development in Bulgaria“ concerning 
the impact of the healthcare, social and education systems on child care for the 
youngest age (0-7 years old) at a conference entitled Vision of the early childhood 

in Bulgaria. The conference made key recommendations for improvement of the work of the 
systems around the child and supported the drafting of a National strategy for early childhood 
development.

4. The joint project of For Our Children 
Foundation and the International 
Women’s Club entitled Better Life 

for a Child in Need gave access to 6 children 
with special needs to innovative therapies 

- hydro- and hippotherapy, which are 
often unaffordable for parents, but 

have a definite positive effect on 
children’s development.

5. We achieved a common vision 
with Plovdiv Municipality on 
the future of socializing and 

developmental activities in the city, 
which For Our Children Foundation 
will offer in its new centre – the former 
Home for children at the Rada Kirkovich 
building.
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8. The Foster care team of For Our Children 
Foundation received recognition for the 
quality of their work in the municipalities 

of Sofia and Plovdiv. Our experts were invited and 
became trainers and supervisors of the foster families 
and teams of the two municipalities. The activity is 
part of the Accept Me project, which introduces 
foster care as a replacement of institutional care in 
Bulgaria.

6. For Our Children Foundation helped the 
12,000th child and family in its history .

7. We brought joy to children and families in 
Sofia, Plovdiv and Blagoevgrad with a truly 
magical celebration for the International 

Children’s Day, 1st June. The event was attended 
by state representatives, diplomats and many loyal 
friends and partners, who have been supporting 
us over the years in our mission to ensure life 
development and a happy childhood for all children 
in Bulgaria.

9. Our St. Sofia Community Support Centre celebrated its tenth 
anniversary, since it started following its mission to provide every 
child in Bulgaria with a permanent, secure and developing family 

environment. In just a decade our specialists provided support to more 
than 6,000 children and families.

10. By establishing a right to 
usufruct for 10 years for 
the benefit of For Our 

Children Foundation, Sofia Municipality 
recognized our organization’s 
contribution in finding a new family for 
the children from the now closed St. 
Sofia Home for abandoned children. All 
of our teams in the capital city moved to 
this building, which will be rehabilitated 
with the investments of our donors and 
friends.

11. At the initi ati ve of For Our 
Children Foundati on and 
with the support of the 

Embassy of the United Kingdom, our 
team and representati ves of the cen-
tral and local government bodies visit-
ed the Pen Green Centre for Children 
& Their Families, Corby, UK. We ex-
changed practi ces and ideas concern-
ing integrated services for children, the 
development of which in Bulgaria is a 
prerequisite for overcoming challenges 
in the struggle against poverty and so-
cial exclusion.
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Our awards and disti ncti ons in 2018:

Energy, dedicati on, professionalism, experi-
ence, competence, impressive results. These 
are but a few of the reasons for which our 
family consultant at St. Sofi a Community 
Support Centre, Petya Yanachkova, won the 
prize Warrior of the Year at Sofi a municipali-

ty’s fi rst Annual awards for best practi ces in social servic-
es. To date there has been no case of taking out a reinte-
grated child from a family with which Petya has worked.

At an offi  cial ceremony on the Day of the 
Christi an Family (21st November) For Our 
Children Foundati on was awarded the „I 
Guarantee a Happy Childhood“ token of 
disti ncti on of the State Agency for Child Pro-
tecti on. The Foundati on was awarded second 

prize in the Sustainable Development category for the so-
cial services,provided at the Community Support Centres in 
Sofi a and Plovdiv.

Sofia Municipality presented certificates of merit to members of 
For Our Children Foundation’s team. The manager of our St. Sofia 
Community Support Centre, Kiril Kirilov, was distinguished in the 
„Manager of the year“ category and the manager of our Foster care 
centre, Mariana Taseva, was recognized in the „Most inclusive and 
most inspiring social service“ category. Our committed volunteer at 

the Children’s House, Rumyana Zlateva, received a certificate of merit in the 
„Volunteering cause of the year“ category. These awards are an exceptional 
recognition for For Our Children Foundation and all of us are happy that Sofia 
Municipality recognizes the need of such encouragement of the people in the 
supporting professions.
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For Our Children Foundation won 
the prize for Project of the Year at 
the annual competition of Tulip 
Foundation in which a total of 14 
civic organizations were nominated. 
The award was bestowed for the 

results which the Foundation achieved in 
the implementation of the Care at Early Age 
Project in support of children 0-7 years old 
and their families. At the ceremony our cause 
was described as one of the most noble and 
meaningful which deserves to be supported 
and promoted.

The cooperati on between 
For Our Children Foundati on 
and Citi bank-Bulgaria was 
awarded fi rst prize for Social 
partnership with the busi-
ness. The fi nancial insti tuti on 

supports children placed in foster families 
since the end of 2015, by providing 32% 
of the amount, which the Foundati on 
invests in foster care. As a result of this 
support children in foster families enjoy 
greater opportuniti es for healthy devel-
opment and socializati on.
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Focus on the Finances

In 2018 we improved the quality of our services delegated by Sofia Municipality and Plovdiv 
Municipality, we mobilized greater numbers of individual donors and maintained good corporate 
partnerships. We adhered to the fullest to the principles of openness and transparency and 
invested the funds donated into the quality of our social services. We continued to attract in-
kind donations (children’s goods and food products) and pro bono services which supplement our 
activities and help us support children and families at risk. 
Over the last year we invested serious resources in advocacy activities, whereby we contributed to 
the progress of the National strategy for early childhood development and the preparation of the 
new Social Services Act. Working on projects allowed us to apply innovative practices in our work 
with children and with partnering social and healthcare establishments.
The economic activity over the period was related to supervision of social workers and foster 
families under the Accept Me project in Sofia and Plovdiv municipalities.

Total donations and funding received in 2018 – BGN 1,402 thousand,
a part of which is deferred for future periods.

Sources of Funding

Individual donors

Individual donors
Corporate donors

In-kind donati ons and services

Revenues from economic 
acti vity

Funding from municipaliti es - 
delegated services by the state

34 000 BGN

11 000 BGN
146 000 BGN

386 000 BGN

264 000 BGN

606 000 BGN
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Thank you to all 
partners, assignors 

and individual donors, 
who donated to the 

Foundation their funds, 
time, knowledge, 

experience and services! 
The accomplishment of 

our goals is possible only 
with the trust of our 

partners and volunteers.

Investments

Family support, preventi on 
of family separati on and 
support for adopti ve parents

Foster care

Children’s House

Development of 
organisati onal capacity and 
communicati on

Innovati ons and development 
of social services

Economic acti vity

11 000 BGN

237 000 BGN

695 000 BGN

160 000 BGN
177 000 BGN

337 000 BGN
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Partners and donors*

* In compliance with the Foundation’s personal data protection policy and the requirements 
of the General Data Protection Regulation, the names of the individual donors, who supported 
our cause in 2018, will not be published in the report.

Dimitrov, Petrov & Co. Law fi rm
Dinova Rusev & Partners Law fi rm 
Penkov, Markov & Partners Internati onal 
Law Firm
ISGBG EOOD
ARTEKS ENGINEERING AD
Astrea Recruitment EOOD
Atendia Ltd.
Aucti on House Apolon I Merkuriy OOD
Bar Code Systems Bulgaria Ltd.
BAKER TILLY KLITOU AND PARTNERS LTD.
BIODIT GLOBAL TECHNOLOGY АD
Charity Foundati on at the Internati onal 
Women’s Club – Sofi a
BLD Homes EOOD
Real estate agent
Volonti me Ltd.
Gais Estheti c Dental Medicine & 
Implantology
Hellenic Business Council in Bulgaria
“Sinchets” Kindergarten No. 179
“Yan Bibiyan” Kindergarden No. 3 - Stara 
Zagora
Generali Insurance AD
Lukov, Gorchev & Daskalov, private 
enforcement agents
DREAMIX LTD
Dunapack-Rodina JSC
DUNDEE PRECIOUS METALS CHELOPECH 
EAD
Bulgarian Air Traffi  c Services Authority
AIG Europe S.A.
ACNielsen Bulgaria EOOD
ACTION GLOBAL COMMUNICATIONS 
BULGARIA OOD
ACTION FRAME LTD
“MKE” Ltd.
EPAM Systems Bulgaria EOOD
EASY CONSULT Ltd.
ING BANK N.V. - SOFIA BRANCH
INTELLIGENT SYSTEMS BULGARIA EOOD

INTERCAPITAL GROUP AD
CAP NOR EOOD
Xoomworks Bulgaria EOOD
Club for Bulgarian Folk Dances “Accent”
Wellness Club
COMPASS LTD
Compass Invest JSC
Consulate of the Republic of the 
Philippines
LUXOFT BULGARIA EOOD
М3 Inc.
MATE BULGARIA Ltd.
MOUTION ARTS OOD
Educati onal Center “Britanica”
Ondol Korea EOOD
OPTIMIST 1 EOOD
ORIFLAME BULGARIA EOOD
Pizza Vetrilo
Briti sh Embassy Sofi a
Embassy of the State of Kuwait
Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran
Embassy of the Islamic Republic of 
Pakistan
Embassy of the State of Palesti ne
Embassy of the People’s Republic Of 
China
Embassy of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Embassy of Mongolia
Embassy of the Republic of India
Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia
Embassy of the Republic of Korea
Embassy of the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam
Embassy of Japan
Honorary Consulate of the Kingdom of 
Thailand
Primo Plus EOOD
PROFI CREDIT BULGARIA EOOD
Raiff eisenbank Bank EAD & Employees
RASA LTD

Begach Running Club
Uti lis Corp.
Seasgan Innovati ons Ltd.
Citi bank Europe AD, Bulgaria Branch
H&M Employees
AVIZO Employees
Аbbvie EOOD Employees
“BULWORK COMPANY” LTD. Employees
Deichmann Employees
Employees at Kindergarten No 177 
Lyuti che
Employees at Generali Zakrila Medical 
and Dental Centre EOOD
Entco Bulgaria EOOD Employees
Investor Media Group Employees
Integral Employees
Kreston BulMar – UK Payroll Employees
MobiSystems Employees
SOFITA Interpreti ng and Translati on 
Agency Ltd. Employees
Porsche Iztok Employees
Sitel Bulgaria EOOD Employees
SECURAX Employees
Smart Organic Employees
Sodexo Employees
Soft ware AG Employees
Westum Employees
Chaos Soft ware EOOD Employees
Sugarshack Animati on Bulgaria Ltd 
Employees
AIG Europe Limited Employees
Cargill Internati onal SA & Cargill Bulgaria 
Employees
Do it wise Employees
Gameloft  Employees
Gameloft  Employees
Isystems Employees
Partner Soluti on Center HPE Employees
Progress Employees
Research For Good Employees

CORPORATE DONORS AND PARTNERS
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Sap Labs Bulgaria Employees
SMARTS OOD
Sofi yska Voda AD & Employees
Sport Group “Kotseto’s league”
Studio X Digital Ltd.
Survey Sampling Bulgaria EOOD
TaraSoft  EOOD
Transpress OOD

WESTUM BULGARIA LTD
“Ursisha” EOOD
Bulgaria Tomorrow EOOD
Foundati on Idel
Foundati on Bcause
“Litt le Steps” - Private Kindergarten
Unimasters Logisti cs EOOD & Employees
BUSINESS AND TECHNOLOGY 

INNOVATIONS
ET MIROLIUBA IKONOMOVA-MIKONA
Global Educati onal Concepts
Hewlett  Packard Enterprise
KRIS AND LORI EOOD
LR Global Kids Fund e.V
TTEC Eastern Europe EAD
Vga Glamour

CORPORATE DONORS AND PARTNERS

Skypharm Pharmacy
Adonis Pharmacies
Vis Vitalis
Box of Hope
Sofi a Airport
Loralab ltd.
Bodimed Laboratory
Dr. Shterev Hospital
VITA Hospital

O K SUPERTRANS AD
Sofi yska Voda
Sofi a Philharmonic
betahaus Sofi a
Bulgaria Tatt oo Expo
Cine Grand Park Center Sofi a
Cosmos Coworking Camp
Eddy’s Bakery
Hewlett  Packard Enterprise

I Do Adverti sing
J Point
Kinderland
Lunch Time
Mr. Pizza
Offi  ce 1 Superstore
Peek & Cloppenburg
Starbuks Coff ee Company
Vanilla Kitchen

DONATION BOXES

Avendi OOD
Stankov, Todorov, Hinkov & Spasov, 
Att orneys-at-Law
Fusion Academy
Axxon Bulgaria
Alvogen Pharma Trading Europe EOOD
Aucti on House Apolon I Merkuriy OOD
BEBELAN OOD
Bio Bulgaria OOD
Bio Idea BG OOD
Vis Vitalis
Internati onal Art Bansko Gallery
Deloitt e Bulgaria EOOD
J Point OOD
J Point Plus OOD
Generali Insurance AD
JobTiger OOD
Kaufl and Bulgaria EOOD
KiK.BG EOOD
Kika Group OOD
COCA - COLA HELLENIC BOTTLING 
COMPANY BULGARIA AD
Panda Cooperati o

KOTTA OOD
Media Monitor OOD
Bodimed Laboratory
Ministry of Foreign Aff airs
Ministry of Culture
Moby2 Bulgaria Ltd.
OPTIMIST 1 EOOD
SOFITA Interpreti ng and Translati on 
Agency Ltd.
Pine Bulgaria OOD
Piraeus Bank Bulgaria AD
The Embassy of The Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia
Right Rental OOD
Regus Bulgaria EOOD
Red Devil Catering AD
Associati on “SOS - Children’s Villages 
Bulgaria” - Program SOS Children’ 
Villages Sofi a-Pernik
Associati on “Operati on Teddy Bear”
Christi an Union Associati on
Sigma Bulgaria
Citi bank Europe AD, Bulgaria Branch
“Nedelya” Pastry Shops

Smart Organic
SMARTS OOD
Sofi a Airport Center - SAC
ARTizanin Magazine
Theatre 199
Shade and Fire theatre “Fireter”
Hippoland AD
Arlett e
Le Photographe
Mercer
Mini Art Fest
OD&M Consulti ng
Opti mist Wine Spirits
Screen Mixer
Sofi a Event Center
Speedy
Sutherland Global Services Bulgaria
Turkish Airlines
United Partners

IN-KIND DONATIONS AND SERVICES
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Sofia, Serdika,
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